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CSEAS signs MOU 

             with Universitas Cenderawasih

On the afternoon of April 6, the Center for Southeast 

Asian Studies (CSEAS) and the Graduate School of 

Asian and African Area Studies (ASAFAS) at Kyoto 

University concluded a General Memorandum for 

Academic Cooperation and Exchange with the Universitas 

Cenderawasih of Papua, Indonesia.  

      Th e Memorandum aims at fostering academic exchange 

and cooperation through programs of exchange of faculty 

members and students; exchange of academic information, 

including library materials and research publications; and 

joint research activities and research meetings such as 

seminars, conferences and symposia. 

     In a one-hour ceremony chaired by CSEAS Prof. 

Matsubayashi Kozo, Vice Rector Prof. Arifi n Wasaraka and 

Dean of the Faculty of Social and Political Science Prof. 

Naffi Sanggenafa Universitas Cenderawasih joined 

CSEAS Director Prof. Mizuno Kosuke and ASAFAS Dean 

Prof.  Hiramatsu Kozo in signing the Memorandum and 

delivering speeches to mark the occasion. Also present 

were CSEAS Assoc. Prof. Patricio N. Abinales, chair of 

the CSEAS International Exchange Committee, and two 

special guests, Prof. Eva Garcia del Saz of the Academic 

Exchange Committee of Kochi University and Prof. 

Okumiya Kiyohito of the National Institute of Humanity 

and Nature, who also gave commemorative speeches. 

Former CSEAS director, Prof. Tanaka Koji, delivered the 

closing remarks. 

      Universitas Cenderawasih is the sixteenth institution in 

Asia with which the CSEAS has signed an MOU.

(Reported by Caroline S.Hau)
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 V ISITORS'   V IEWS

THE  LOCAL  IN  THE  GLOBAL  

By Ratana T. Boonmathya

Gion quarter is a lively cul tural 

entertainment zone of Kyoto. In 

1990 the Kyoto City municipality 

initiated a program to preserve 

Gion’s ochaya (teahouses) and 

machiya (traditional wooden 

houses) with the aim of preventing 

the destruction of Kyoto’s cultural 

heritage.1) Initially, the plan was 

drafted without participation 

from local house owners, who worried about what the 

building regulations would be. They were then led by an 

infl uential businessman whose family has run a traditional 

ochaya for over 100 years in Gion. Together they decided 

to protect this cultural landscape because of their pride in 

and appreciation of traditional wooden houses and the long 

heritage of cultural entertainment practice connected with 

this housing space.

      Several interactive tripartite dialogues and meetings 

took place between representatives of the Kyoto city 

municipality (accompanied by an architectural consultant 

hired by the municipality), the local urban planning 

committee, and owners of traditional wooden houses in 

the area. The discussion results were rather positive and 

accepted by all. Th ere were no serious confl icts between the

municipality  and the local people. Th ey fi nally agreed to 

preserve their wooden houses on the south side of the Gion 

quarter in the traditional form as existed in old times.  

        Walking along the south side of the Gion, I was struck 

by the rewarding joint eff ort of local community and 

municipality in preserving cultural landscape, refl ected in 

the exquisiteness of those traditional wooden houses that 

have lasted for centuries. Along several small lanes of these 

houses, the fi ne-looking pavement was neatly tiled. I was 

happy not to see high-rise buildings and gigantic colorful 

billboards along the way as have appeared in several other 

metropolitan cities. To preserve their cultural landscape, 

owners of those traditional houses bear most of the building 

maintenance costs; the Kyoto City municipality subsidizes 

one-third of their total expenses. Today, the preservation 

of these traditional houses has precious value in the global 

capitalist contexts of Kyoto an Japan as a whole, as 

their charm helps attract signifi cant numbers of local and 

international tourists to visit Gion quarter annually.

                                                   (Visiting Research Fellow

 

 

A  WALK  IN  NISHIKI  MARKET

By Khoo Boo Teik

On New Year’s Eve, I took a 

quiet ethnographic walk in 

Nishiki Market. Nishiki has 

been one of my favorite places in 

Kyoto since my first visit to the 

city in 2002. Given the occasion, 

it was more exhilarating than 

usual to take in the sights (of 

many varieties of food and non-

food wares), sounds (of stall keepers, their customers, and 

surrounding activities), and smells (of fresh, prepared, and 

cooked food). Thrust into the narrow walkway between 

the two rows of stalls were so many people and, at various 

points, such long queues (of customers waiting to purchase 

specialty items) that I was content just to be “in with the 

crowd.” (Rather, one had to be in with the “correct half ” 

of the crowd or be jostled by an onrush of the “opposite 

half.”) Unable to speak Japanese, I couldn’t catch the drift 

of myriad conversations taking place. Even so, there was no 

mistaking the excitement of New Year’s Eve marketing in 

Nishiki.

      Nishiki then reminded me of diff erent neighborhood 

1) Data for writing this short essay derives from two  

sources: attending a seminar and interviewing a key 

participant. My thanks go to Tamaki Endo, JSPS Fellow 

at CSEAS and a PhD candidate from The Graduate 

School of Economics, Kyoto University, for taking me 

to the seminar on urban planning and development 

at Gion on February 25, 2006. Also, my appreciation 

goes to the key participant, interviewed on March 7, 

2006, who does not want to be identifi ed. She has been 

involved in promoting local participation in Kyoto city 

planning for many years



JISHU  JINJA,  I AM THINKING

                                                                          By Benlie Abel

In 1972 Life magazine published 

a dramatic photographic essay 

by W. Eugene Smith, “Tomoko 

Uemura in Her Bath.” It shows 

Ryoko Uemura, holding her severely 

disabled daughter in a bath. Tomoko 

was poisoned by organic mercury 

compounds while still in the womb. 

The photo made Minamata disease 

and its consequences known around the world. I was then 

in 6th grade of my elementary school in Tandjung Karitak, 

a village in the upper Kahayan River of Central Kalimantan 

Province, knowing nothing. I found this story seven years later 

at public high school. It was the inaugural year of the National 

Institute for Minamata Disease in Minamata City. The image 

of Smith’s picture haunted my innocent, inexperienced mind. I 

blamed the companies which I saw as representatives of the rich, 

always causing hardship in the lives of the poor.

        I learned more in later years. While the polluting company 

covered up the tragedy and evaded responsibility for a long 

time, with this crisis, victims joined with supporters and 

citizens’ movements to arouse public opinion. Th is movement 

aimed at upholding the basic human rights of the people 

and appealed directly to the full humanity of all persons. I’ve 

recently read a report, “Minamata Disease Turns 50, Still Taking 

Toll: Suffering, Discrimination Continues in Lead-up May 1 

Memorial Tribute.” It brought back memories of my reaction 

many years ago. 

      In Kiyomizu-dera, I saw youngsters giggling with their 

friends while walking with closed eyes, feeling their way along 

by touching stones. Th is is a shrine called Jishu Jinja where the 

youngsters had come for a wish, prayer, and vows of love by 

touching the stone and placing their ema there.  Seeing this, I 

refl ected on the idea of love beyond romantic wishes. Why don't 

we all place our emas here for the God of love to love us? On 

May 1, as a memorial tribute, we should refl ect and off er a vow 

of love for all. We should join in the awareness of Minamata 

disease and of the humanity-shattering danger of mercury and 

other toxins; one has only to think, for example, of Buyat Bay in 

North Sulawesi, Indonesia.  I am thinking of love, love for our 

planet, for peace. I am thinking of all Minamata experiences and 

lessons to be shared to prevent more environmental destruction 

caused by our economic greed.  Save our future as if it were one 

of our loved ones. Th is is my ema.

                                                   (Visiting Research Fellow)

NOSTALGIA FOR THE PAST IN JAPAN

By Muhammad Salim

Wheneve r  I  am  a sk ed  by  my 

countrymen what kind of place Japan 

is, my answer is short: “beautiful.” 

Why? Living in Japan is safe and 

pleasant. Japan fascinates me the 

more I study its culture and people 

and observe its charming beauty. 

I always feel nostalgia for the past 

in Japan. Kyoto in particular is my 

second home.

     This is my third time in Kyoto. I first came to Japan in 

1987. I still cannot forget the day six years later, on my return 

to Kyoto, when I found my wallet missing. I must have left it 

absentmindedly in a public telephone booth. I immediately 

rushed to a nearby police box and explained my problem. It 

was an easy task for the policeman to discover that it was being 

safely held at Imadegawa police station. I discovered how safe 

Japan is. 

     Th ough this is my third visit to Kyoto, it is the fi rst time 

I have been accompanied by all my family members. We owe 

our host parents, the Yamakawas, for keeping us free from 

homesickness during our earlier stays. I can recall 

countless good memories with them. About fifteen years ago, 

for example, Mrs. Yamakawa would visit our home everyday to 

help my wife bathe our new-born baby.  I recall also that our 

host parents went all the way to Bangladesh to visit us twice. My 

memories of Ms. Nishi are also precious. Besides teaching us the 

Japanese language, she used to take care of almost all aspects of 

or community markets—including wet, open-air, and 

flea markets—I’ve visited, at home in Penang, Malaysia, 

or in foreign countries. I’ve found most of these markets 

attractive for their offerings, people, and environments. 

More than that, the local, peculiar, or unique customs 

of buying and selling are a constant reminder that such 

markets are sites where commerce and culture meet, where 

transactions take place “face to face,” and human relations 

are played out on a human scale. Some economists and 

ideologues praise “The Market” for its supposed virtues, 

unperturbed by its socially disruptive and destabilizing 

“mechanisms.” How refreshingly different is a small and 

intimate market such as Nishiki from that abstract, distant, 

and hegemonic Market beloved of market fundamentalists! 

                                                    (Visiting Research Fellow)



my offi  cial documents. Th anks to Ms. Yonezawa and her staff  

at the Editorial Office for arranging this newsletter. Finally, 

I would like to thank all the people of Japan for their warm 

reception and contagious friendliness.

                                                           (Visiting Research Fellow)

CYCLING  IN  KYOTO

By Phanu Uthaisri

I love cycling. Back in Thailand, 

I cycled every Sunday with the 

Chiangmai Sunday Bicycle Club. 

In Kyoto, I see that many 

Japanese, young and old, like to 

ride bicycles. Here, a cyclist can ride 

on the pavement or along a bicycle 

lane. Th e Kyoto terrain is level, the 

air is fresh, and cyclists can safely 

use the zebra crossings. Hence, a bicycle is a convenient vehicle 

to use for travel in and around Kyoto. 

Many of the Center’s Visiting Fellows use the bicycle. 

Sometimes we cycle together to visit different places. Last 

year, I went on a trip organized by some Fellows who lived 

in Shugakuin International House. We cycled all the way to 

Arashiyama! Starting from Shugakuin, we passed Ichijoji, 

a historic location. At Ichijoji, one of Japan’s most famous 

samurai, Musashi Miyamoto, fought against the Yoshioka 

School. During that battle, Musashi created his “two sword” 

technique.

After Ichijoji, we turned west and rode along the Takano 

River until it joined the Kamo River. The confluence of the 

two rivers creates the Y-shaped “Kamogawa” shown clearly on 

every Kyoto map. (Some of us often cycle along the river bank 

to reach the Center. We like the river scenes because of the clear 

water and the presence of many birds, including ducks, teals, 

egrets, and hawks.) 

We passed the Imperial Palace. Many city residents come 

to the large and beautiful Palace grounds for walks or exercise. 

We continued west but stopped at Kitano Tenmangu to take 

some photos of the plum blossoms. Then we cycled along 

Marutamachi-dori until we arrived in Arashiyama. We visited 

Tenryuji temple, a World Heritage site. We could see monkeys 

on the nearby mountains.

We rested before returning to Shugakuin. It was a long way 

to cycle to and from Arashiyama, but I enjoyed it thoroughly. I 

may go again in spring with some cycling enthusiasts.                

                                                         Visiting Research Fellow

our life in Kyoto.

     My time at CSEAS has been very stimulating. I enjoy the 

discussions at the frequent seminars held on various topics on 

Southeast Asia. I am very grateful to Dr. Kazuo Ando, who 

invited me and is a most cooperative host. I hope that my stay 

will produce fruitful future collaboration between the Center 

and Bangradesh Agricultural University,  my own university.      

                                                          (Visiting Research Fellow)

SPRING  IN  KYOTO

By Nawarat Panyangam

As winter turns to spring, flowers 

bloom, pretty birds begin to sing, soft 

breezes blow,  the river comes alive, 

the sky and the sun are clear. This is 

a beautiful place called Kyoto. I am 

pleased to be visiting Kyoto, a city of 

ancient architecture, as well as culture, 

fine art, many kinds of food, nature, 

and friendly people.  Conveniently 

located in Kyoto are universities, temples, and shrines, where 

people come to study, learn many kinds of knowledge, and 

enhance their belief in religion. For this reason one can say that 

Kyoto is a peaceful city.

       I work at the National Library of Th ailand. Th e NLT is like 

any other library, but it also has a collection of “rare books.” Th e 

collection contains rare editions of books published in Th ailand 

and foreign countries. Th e most interesting rare books are “Th ai 

cremation books.” The first memorial book for a cremation 

ceremony, or cremation memorial book, was published by King 

Chulalongkorn for the cremation ceremony of Queen Sunantha 

Kumariratana and their daughter in B.E. 2423 (1880). In about 

1986, the CSEAS library of Kyoto University purchased many 

cremation volumes from Mr. Charas Bikul. Collections like this 

are seldom obtainable outside Thailand. I am very interested 

in studying these books and in cataloguing the articles in Th ai 

cremation books. I am therefore happy to study here and work 

on this project.

      I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Koji 

Tanaka, director of the Center for Integrated Area Studies 

(CIAS), Professor Mizuno, director of Center for Southeast 

Asian Studies (CSEAS), Kyoto University, and the International 

Committee for giving me the opportunity to be a visiting 

research fellow. Special thanks are also due to Ms. Yumi 

Kitamura, head librarian, and her library staff , who have helped 

me in my work in the Library. Thanks also to staff members 

of the International Offi  ce and staff  members of the Research 

Department of the Center, who have arranged and prepared all 



　 COLLOQUIA

“The Recent Development of ‘Urban Buddhism’ in 

Northeastern Th ai Villages: A Preliminary Report” by Hayashi 

Yukio, December 22, 2005.

      Th ammakai, a meditation movement, has been described as 

a new Buddhist movement supported by urban-based “middle 

class” Th ai citizens since 1970s. My recent research in northeast 

Th ailand shows its “extension” to rural areas in the past decade. 

The number of native novices who participate in Thammakai 

activities has been increasing due to the scarcity of native monks 

who stay at their village temples. Th ose persons who connected 

with Thammakai were native school teachers interested in 

meditation. They have been responsible for innovating rural 

Buddhist practice. However, the village that first accepted 

Thammakai in 1987 divided into two villages in 1994 due 

mainly to confl ict arising from the Th ammakai rejecting local 

rituals. Th is case shows two kinds of practices among Buddhists 

in the same locale and the diff erentiation of people according to 

their social experiences. 

“The Bottom of Indianization in Southeast Asia: 

Comparing Locally Existing Technologies of the Hani of 

Yunnan and the Apatani of Arnachal Pradesh” by Ando Kazuo, 

January 26, 2006. 

     Since I joined CSEAS in 1996, I have visited many 

peripheral areas between India, China, and Southeast Asia: 

Arakan (Burma), Honha (Yunnan), Chittagong (Bangladesh), 

Assam, Manipur, Megaraya, Arnachal (India), and Tibet. The 

experience of visiting Tibet was a shock for me because of its 

“Sinicization.” India and China are the oldest civilized countries, 

and there is a clear diff erence between them. While many ethnic 

identities, such as Bengali and Bihari, still exist in India, the 

Han ethnic identity has become dominant in China. 

     Why have many ethnic identities been able to survive in 

Southeast Asia? I have reached a conclusion: Indianization and 

Sinicization are much different. The image of “Indianization” 

misleads us in our understanding of Southeast Asia. Th e people 

of Southeast Asian willingly selected Indian culture—but not 

“A Three Dimensional Study of Maritime East Asia? 

Searching for Interconnections between Area Studies and 

Maritime East Asia” by Hamashita Takeshi, February 23, 2006.

      Th ere have been many diff erent dimensions of argument 

about area studies in accordance with diff erent methodologies, 

diff erent conditions, and diff erent objectives. However, studies 

of maritime East Asia usually did not join these arguments, but 

rather tended to focus on connections and networks of trade 

and migration. Here, rethinking the characteristics of previous 

area studies, I try to discuss diff erent dimensions of area studies 

through the lens of maritime East Asia.

“The Islamization of Maritime Sama in Malaysia: Local 

Contexts and Meanings” by Nagatsu Kazufumi, March 23, 

2006.

Th e Sama Dilaut, or maritime Sama, in Sulu, Philippines, 

and in Sabah, Malaysia, were long stigmatized by dominant 

Muslim groups as outcasts cursed by Allah. Although they began 

to profess Islam in the 1950s, the Sama Dilaut in Sulu still 

remain marginalized in the local socio-religious arena. Since the 

1970s, however, the Sama Dilaut in Sabah have established their 

status as Muslim. My presentation aimed at understanding the 

dynamics of the latter’s Islamization by relating the process to 

changes in social circumstances surrounding Islam, such as the 

“institutionalization” of religion in Sabah and the subsequent 

re-orientation of the local concept of religious authority.

Indian territorial hegemony. Th ey were not “Indianized.” And 

they may yet deny “Chinese” hegemony. Th is idea has grown as 

I studied the recent change of plough type from the Indian type 

to the Chinese type in Arakan and found similarities in rice-

terrace farming between the Apatani of Arnachal Pradesh and 

the Hani of Yunnnan.



JSPS Core University Program Workshop

“Network Theory in Asian Studies: Its Performance and 

Challenges to Next Steps,” March 6.

Hamashita Takeshi (CSEAS) “In Retrospect. Network Studies 

1980–2000: Problems and Prospects” Fan Ke (Nanjing 

University) “Network That Works: Ways of Muslim Identity 

Construction among the South Fujian Hui since the 1980s”

Liu Hong (National University of Singapore) “Network, 

Identity and Overseas Chinese Studies: Towards a Re-

examination of Regional Orders in 20th Century East Asia”

Nordin Hussin (Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia) “Networks of 

Malay Merchants and the Dwindling of Melaka as a Regional 

Trading Centre 1780–1830” Hamashita Takeshi (CSEAS) 

“Networks as the Foundation of Regional Economic Growth 

and Crisis  Remittance of Overseas Chinese and Th eir Financial 

Networks” and general discussions.

JSPS Core University Program Seminar

Chalongphob Sussangkarn Thailand Development Research 

Institute East Asian Financial Cooperation and Integration”

Shandre Thangaveru (National University of Singapore) 

“Trade, Investment Policy and FTAs in Singapore and ASEAN,”

February 21.

Bhanupong Nidhipraba (Thammasat University) “The 

Tsunami and the Th ai Economy: One Year After” Mahani 

Zainal Abidin (Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia)

“The Malaysian Economy under Abdullah Ahmad Badawi,” 

March 27 at Center for Contemporary Asian Studies Doshisha 

University.

Special Seminar

Wang Hui  (Tsinghua University, China) “Problematizing Asia: 

Reflections on the Re-emergence of the Discourse of Asia,” 

December 14. Mochtar Pabottingi Visiting Research 

Fellow, CSEAS “Third World View of the Genealogy of 

Democracy: Theorizing from Indonesian,  American, and  

Japanese Political Histories,” January 10. U San Thein 

(Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation of Myanmar;Visiting 

Professor, IDE)“Agro-based Industry in Myanmar: With Special 

Reference to the Sugar Industry,” February 6. Ratana T. 

Boonmathya (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) “Cross-Border 

Marriages and Transnational Gender Mobility: Experiences 

of Village Women from Northeastern Thailand,” February 

15. Pinit Lapthananon (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) 

“The Role of Development Monks and Social Change in 

Northeast Thailand,” February 17. Pinkaew Laungaramsri 

(Chiang Mai University) “Rethinking ‘Locality’ in the Thai 

Social Movements: A Comparative Study of the Community 

Forest Movement and Anti-FTA Movement,” March 8. 

Khoo Boo Teik (Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) “Can 

Better Governance Be All? Malaysian Politics since November 

2003,”   March 28. U Sai Aung Tun Myanmar Historical 

Commission) “Traditional Culture in the Creation of Con-

temporary Myanmar,” April 21.
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CSEAS
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“Local Violent Groups and Politics in the Post-Suharto 
Indonesia,” March 11

Okamoto Masaaki (CSEAS) Introduction and “Two Types 

of Security Brokers in Jakarta: Magical  Violent Group from 

Banten and Japanized Professional Marine Security Company”

 Untung Widyanto (Journalist from Tempo Magazine) “A 

Legendary Robinhood of Betawi: Habit of Thugs at Betawi 

Communication Forum” Abdul Hamid (Banten Institute)

“Rawu Group’s ‘Jawara’ in Control of the Banten Local 

Politics” Abdur Rozaki (IRE Yogyakarta) “Social Origin and 

Power Politics of ‘Blate’ in Madura” I Ngurah Suryawan 

(Universitas Udayana) “Violent Business of Th ugs with Dagger: 

Introductory Remarks on ‘Pecalang’ and Militia in Bali” 

John Bamba (Dayakologi Institute) “Violent Groups in West 

Kalimantan”

CSEAS

Om Prakash (Delhi School of Economics) “Asia and the Rise of 

the Early Modern World Economy”

API Seminar

“Environmental Issues and Activism,” March 30.

Moderator: Caroline Hau (CSEAS)

Opening: Tanaka Koji(CSEAS)

Narumol Aphinives (Green World Foundation, Thailand) 

“Research on the Integration of Environmental Education 

in to the School Curriculum in the Philippines and Japan”

 Darunee Paisanpanichkul (Environmental Litigation and 

Advocacy for the Wants (EnLAW), Thailand) “Lessons on an 

Environmental Litigation Case from the Philippines: Manila 

Bay Case”  Penchom Saetang (Campaign for Alternative 

Industry Network (CAIN), Thailand) “CAIN Works and 

Experiences in Thailand: Learning and Sharing through the 

Japanese Campaign Stories” 

Eric Casino

K.V. Kesavan

Chris Manning 

Tan Kok Kiong 

Andrew 

 Taweep Chaisomphop 

Garry 

Rodan 

Endang Sukara (LIPI

Bambang Subiyanto 



Southeast Asian Studies 

Networks of Malay Merchants and the Rise of Penang as a 

Regional Trading Centre. Nordin Hussin

Field Report

Southeast Asian Studies

Sangley, Mestizo

Indio

Research Report Series

No.108. Wynn Lei Lei Th an, compiled. 2006.

Selective  Annotated  Bibliography  of  Books  and  Other  Research

Materials on Myanmar Agriculture.

新規購入 

Vietnam Statistical Data in the 20th Century 

Result of Establishment Census of  Vietnam 

International Population Census

資料公開
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Krungdeb Varasab Daily News Th e Siam Rashdra Daily  News,
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